spaniels working the fields was
worth the trip” says it all!
The judges set up challenging but
fair tests for the 30 dogs that ran
on Saturday and the 29 dogs that
ran on Sunday. The courses gave
the handlers an excellent opportunity to evaluate where dogs

BSCBAA’S FIRST AKC LICENSED EVENT
BY DEVON RUTH
The 1st AKC Hunt Test sponsored by the
BSCBAA held in Richburg, SC at Rocky Creek

were in their training and what

John Phillips for the preparation and do-

skills needed to be perfected. The

nation of the lunches and the banquet,

Judges were: Joe Demarkis, Venee

Gregg and Penelope Parker for the cata-

Gardner, Lois McCrackin and Su-

logs,

san Willingham. The Apprentice Judges were MJ

Bob and Carol Thomas for the rosettes

Douglas and Cathy Vinzant. Also, thanks to Dee

and

Dee Ruth and Jan Epting for being effective mar-

Pat Watts for the breakfasts.

shals.

Sporting Clays and Oak Grove Plantation on
March 3 & 4, 2012 was an overwhelming success! Participants in the March Hunt Test got a
double treat. Not only did they get to run their
dogs in the first BSCBAA AKC Spaniel Hunt Test,

Discussion is currently being held with the
The successful Hunt Test was in large part due to

Board of Directors about the next Hunt

the hard work of the Hunt Test Committee. What
a team they proved to be. The shared responsibility and faithful execution of their areas of responsibility allowed the events to flow smoothly.
The committee was comprised of Troy Blalock,
Greg Copeland, Beth Crocker, Vivian Grice, Butch
Norckauer, Dan Reel, Carol Thomas and Pat
Watts. Gregg Parker was the Event Secretary and
DeVon Ruth was the Chairperson.
they got to run their vehicles in the BSCBAA
Mud Bog. There was no charge for the mud

Several donors supported the event through their

bog, getting in or out. Many of them could

generous gifts. Grateful appreciation is extended

Test. While no specific date has been set,

drive in but had to be pulled out of the boggy

to:

you will be notified once a plan is de-

fields after the land test and the water test. A
special “thank you” goes to the drivers of the 4-

signed.
Tina Hamrick for the gift baskets at the raffle,

Keep training and hugging the

dogs, especially the little brown dogs.

wheel drive trucks for their persistence and
patience in getting the cars and trucks unstuck.
In spite of the wet conditions, the hunt test was
a huge success for the Club and the dogs who
received qualifying scores. The friendships renewed and the new friendships established will
outlast any rainy day. There were many comments expressing great dogs, organization and
quality of the hunt test. The statement that one
visitor conveyed “the exuberance seen in the
1

MORE PICTURES OF THE BSCBAA HUNT TEST IN MAY, 2012
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